
BA4401 – Financial Management

ASSIGNMENT II – 
This coursework accounts for 25% of the overall marks for the module.
Companies worldwide have had to adapt to changed circumstances. This required significant innovation, creativity, and the development of new business models. As part of your assignment, choose and study THREE different companies.

The THREE companies must be selected from any stock exchanges in the world. Each group must have a different set of companies; any similarities in the chosen companies will result in marks being deducted.

REQUIRED:

1. Briefly outline the challenges faced by each company and the initiatives taken by these THREE companies to overcome them.

2. As part of this investigation into the THREE companies, identify and demonstrate how their financial strategies enable them to overcome these challenges.

3. Provide recommendations for alternative strategies.


Word Limit


Your essay should not exceed 2,000 words. Please use Arial 11pt font and maintain double spacing.

Visual Aids and Appendices

Credit will be awarded for the appropriate use of visual aids such as diagrams and charts within the essay. Appendices are permitted but limited to a maximum of three, each restricted to one page.

Referencing

All references must adhere to the APA format.

Deadline

Only ONE copy of the assignment should be submitted per group. The assignment must be submitted by 23/8/2024, Friday, at 5pm via email to st-loh@students.nilai.edu.my by the group leader only. Marks will be deducted for late submissions. Please include a signed Assessed Coursework Coversheet with your submission. Ensure to keep a copy of your work.

Turnitin information

Students are required to submit their essay assignments via Turnitin.com within 5 weeks from the assigned date. Each submission on Turnitin.com must not exceed 10% similarity based on the "Originality" report for this module.

Here’s the Turnitin details for this module.


Class name: Financial Management (Moodle TT)
Enrolment key: e93v8hr4

Learning Outcomes

1. Knowledge and Understanding 
	Having completed this module successfully, students will be able to: 
	Taught 
	Practised 
	Assessed 

	1.1 Consolidate their knowledge on a range of contemporary issues in accounting and finance that are relevant to a developing business 
	X
	X
	X

	1.2 Deepen their understanding of how factors such as culture, ethics and organisational size and form impact finance and accounting issues for business 
	X
	X
	X

	1.3 Analyse corporate financial and social responsibility reports 
	X
	X
	X



2. Disciplinary/Professional Skills 
	Having completed this module successfully, students will be able to: 
	Taught 
	Practised 
	Assessed 

	2.1 Demonstrate presentation skills 
	
	X
	

	2.2 Read critically and discuss what has been read 
	X
	X
	X

	2.3 Analyse and critically appraise corporate financial and social responsibility reports 
	X
	X
	X



3. Transferable Skills 
	Having completed this module successfully, students will be able to: 
	Taught 
	Practised 
	Assessed 

	3.1 Self-management 
	 
	X
	 

	3.2 Learning skills 
	 
	X
	 

	3.3 Communication 
	X
	X
	X

	3.4 Teamwork 
	X
	X
	

	3.5 Problem solving 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	3.6 Information technology 
	X 
	X 
	X 
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Application of criteria to coursework

PRESENTATION, CLARITY, USE OF APPROPRIATE APPENDICES, REFERENCING (CRITERIA 1 + 2)
The essays should be well set out as two separate answers, following the standard essay format.  The language should be clear and correct.  Write and rewrite. Write a draft, leave it for a while, ask someone who is not doing the module to read it through just for sense, read it through again yourself and correct it.  This is particularly important if English is not your first language.
A very good answer will have a logical flow and will read elegantly.
Appendices can be used for important information that would break the flow of the argument if included in the text.  Information in chart form and illustrations that will enhance the argument is acceptable in the text.
Referencing, following the Harvard system, is essential.

USE OF LITERATURE/CONCEPTS AND TECHNIQUES INTRODUCED IN THE MODULE/EVIDENCE OF WIDER READING (CRITERION 3)
The coursework should build upon concepts covered in the module and researched through wider reading, both academic and from practice; textbooks, academic articles, practitioner reports, governmental reports, lobbying groups reports, use of internet based information.  It is vital in subjects such as those covered in this module, where the debate is quite fierce and opinions quite opposed, for the student to exercise discretion and scepticism in the use of sources. 
Credit will be given for a wide range of reliable sources and also for the demonstration of the ability to weigh these against one another, and for the ability to understand the context in which the arguments in the sources are constructed.

CRITICAL REASONING/ANALYSIS –  (CRITERIA 4 AND 5)
Arguments taken from reliable sources are coherently applied to the coursework questions.  To do well under these criteria students will have to have the groundwork from wider research.  These criteria look at how well that research is used in answering the questions set.  How well, for instance, does the student apply the theories derived from research to the question asked?  A very good answer would consider two or more different theories comparing and contrasting the interpretations possible under one and the others. A good answer would use one theory but demonstrate understanding of the possibility of other interpretations. A competent answer would use one theory coherently. An insufficient answer would not draw on theory or research.

CONCLUSIONS (CRITERION 6)
The conclusions should flow from the arguments in the essay.  No new ideas should be introduced in the conclusions. The conclusion should pull together the arguments already set out, may be indicating areas for further investigation, questions left unanswered.  It is not necessary to include recommendations (other than avenues for further research in an essay).








	IMPORTANCE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 



	Warning: Cheating       



Cheating, in any form, is a very serious offence which could lead to severe disciplinary action.  Cheating includes:

· using unauthorised materials in tests and examinations;
· letting another person take tests or examinations on one’s behalf OR taking tests or examinations on another person’s behalf;
· working jointly, copying or sharing another student’s work and presenting it as one’s own piece of work;
· inventing, copying or altering data, quotations or references;
· plagiarising, i.e. taking or using another person’s work without attributing the source and thus, giving the impression that it is one’s own work.   


	Penalties for Cheating in Tests or Examination



Any student caught and found guilty in the disciplinary hearing will be deemed to have FAILED in the subject and will be required to REPEAT the said subject. Any repeated offence may result in EXPULSION FROM THE UNIVERSITY.



IMPORTANT POINTS TO NOTE

ATTENDANCE

As students, you will benefit by attending classes regularly. Full attendance is required and the University has the right to bar any student from taking the final examinations for poor class attendance (below 75%). If you are barred, you will not be allowed to take the examination and will have to repeat the level in the subsequent semester.












Application of criteria to coursework

Presentation, clarity, use of appropriate appendices, referencing 
The language should be clear and correct.  Write and rewrite. Write a draft, leave it for a while, ask someone who is not doing the module to read it through just for sense, read it through again yourself and correct it.  This is particularly important if English is not your first language.

A very good answer will have a logical flow and will read elegantly.

Appendices can be used for important information that would break the flow of the argument if included in the text.  Information in chart form and illustrations that will enhance the argument is acceptable in the text.
Referencing, following the Harvard system, is essential.

Use of literature/concepts and techniques introduced in the module/evidence of wider reading (criterion 3)
The coursework should build upon concepts covered in the module and researched through wider reading, both academic and from practice; textbooks, academic articles, practitioner reports, governmental reports, lobbying groups reports, use of internet based information.  It is vital in subjects such as those covered in this module, where the debate is quite fierce and opinions quite opposed, for the student to exercise discretion and scepticism in the use of sources. 
Credit will be given for a wide range of reliable sources and also for the demonstration of the ability to weigh these against one another, and for the ability to understand the context in which the arguments in the sources are constructed.

Critical reasoning/analysis  

Arguments taken from reliable sources are coherently applied to the coursework questions.  To do well under these criteria students will have to have the groundwork from wider research.  These criteria look at how well that research is used in answering the questions set.  How well, for instance, does the student match the actual real-life case study example against the theories derived from the research.  A very good answer would look at the case study through two different theories comparing and contrasting the interpretations possible under one and the other. A good answer would use one theory but demonstrate understanding of the possibility of another interpretation. A competent answer would use one theory coherently.

Conclusions 
The conclusions should flow from the arguments in the essay.  No new ideas should be introduced in the conclusions. The conclusion should pull together the arguments already set out, may be indicating areas for further investigation, questions left unanswered. It is not necessary to include recommendations (other than avenues for further research) in an essay.
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